
Draft regulation concerning fences along public roads 

Legal basis: Laid down by the Directorate of Public Roads in pursuance of section 45 subsection 2 of the 

Norwegian Road Act on the xx.xx.xxxx 

1. The following types of fences can be used: 
a. Regular wire fence 
b.      Mesh fence (sheep fence) 
c. Interwoven fence 

 

 
2. Unless special circumstances dictate otherwise, the fence shall have a height of 1.10  
metres above the ground. All mesh and wire shall be of good quality, in addition to being 
corrosion resistant or anti-corrosive. The wire shall be at least 2 mm thick. Wire fences 
shall be equipped with a horizontal wire that is at least 2mm thick on the top.  
 

Wood fence posts shall be preservative treated and have a minimum cross section of 3″ 

x 3″ or 3″. Fence posts made of material that is subject to corrosion shall be treated with 

corrosion protective coating of neutral colour. 

The fence posts shall be securely embedded into the ground. The space between the 

posts shall not exceed 2.5 metres. 

 

 
3. When circumstances so dictate, the Regional Road Office can allow other types of 
fences along national and county roads, but the following provisions shall apply: 
 

 
a. Picket fences, fences of boards, rail fences, stone fences or other types of fences that 
accumulate snow or obstruct visibility shall not be used along roads where they will 
contribute to the accumulation of snow on the road or obstruct visibility. 
b. The use of barbed wire is not allowed. 

 

 
c. At his/her own expense, the landowner may erect an electric fence along a public 
road. Electric fences shall be manufactured and erected in accordance with Regulations 
laid down by the Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection. 
 

 
4. For fences along motorways and roads for motor vehicles, the Directorate of Public 
Roads can stipulate further provisions in each individual case. 
 

 

5. When particular considerations so dictate, the Regional Road Office may lay down 
special requirements for fences along national and county roads, e.g. tall fences along 
schools, sports grounds or similar, fences along industrial areas, parking areas, ferry 
landings, etc. 
 

 
6. Fences along public roads shall be properly maintained. It is essential that the fence 
is properly aligned, that the posts are straight and that the fence wire and mesh is kept 
tight. 



Damaged parts shall be replaced and renovation of the fence or parts of the fence shall 

be carried out as soon as it is necessary. The stone fence wall shall be kept in good 

condition. 

Reference is made to section 47 of the Norwegian Road Act concerning measures the 

Norwegian Public Roads Administration is authorised to implement if maintenance is 

neglected. 

7. 
 
Previous rules laid down on 19 September 1964 are no longer in force. 
 

 

 


